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I. Rules 

A. Date: The contest will run from January 1 through December 31. All entries from the 

previous year must be turned in by the regular January business meeting. 

B. Eligibility 

1. Entries may be mailed to the VBAC Post Office Box, the PFP Chairperson, or 

placed in the hands of the Prize Fish Committee before the regular business meeting 

begins, following the month the fish was caught. 

2. The contest is open to all members in good standing and is free. 

3. To qualify for entry as a catch, all fish must be weighed on certified scales. 

4. Fish must be taken on hook and line and must follow all recreational fishing 

regulations as determined by the state to which it was caught. 

C. Location 

1. The territorial limits for the contest shall be the waters of Virginia and North 

Carolina and their coasts. 

2. Fish caught outside of Virginia or North Carolina in a VBAC sponsored event 

(VBAC subsidized boat trips, VBAC subsidized surf fishing tournament participants, 

etc.) including the day prior (tournament specific pre-fishing day) will be eligible for 

the Prize Fish Contest. 

3. Waters must be open to the public. 

D. Club Record 

1. To qualify for a club record, the fish must be weighed at an official state weigh 

station. 

2. Weights should be converted to pounds and ounces. 

3. A witness must be present and must sign the form. 

4. If the fish qualifies for a VA or NC state tournament citation, that receipt will 

meet the witness’ requirements. 

 



 
4 

 

E. Minimum Weights and Lengths 

1. Entries in the monthly contest must meet “minimum club size requirements” to 

be considered for the annual contest. 

2. Minimum acceptable weights and lengths are set by the PFP Committee and 

approved by the Board of Directors. 

F. Acceptability of entries will be at the discretion of the PFP Committee whose decision 

will be final. 

G. Tie Breakers 

1. In the case of a tie in the catch category, length, then girth will be used to 

determine the winner. 

2. In the case of a tie in the release category, the first caught will break the tie. 

3. Length will only be used to qualify a fish in the release category or for tiebreaker 

purposes. 

4. Weight will only be used to qualify a fish in the catch category or for tiebreaker 

purposes. 

H. Definitions 

1. CATCH: Fish kept and weighed on a certified scale. 

2. RELEASE: Fish measured and released alive at time of capture. 

3. CERTIFIED SCALES: Scales certified by a state official. 

4. SURF FISHING AWARDS: Apply to saltwater species only. 

II. Awards 

A. The largest catch of the year for each listed species. (With the exception of the release 

only species.) 

B. The most fish released for each of the release only species. 

C. One or more prize fish from the open category at the discretion of the Prize Fish 

Committee. 

D. Saltwater Anglers of the Year in the following categories: 

1. Release 

2. Female 

3. Male 

4. "Most Outstanding" catch for a saltwater gamefish. 
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E. Freshwater Anglers of the Year in the following categories: 

1. Release 

2. Female 

3. Male 

4. "Most Outstanding" catch for a freshwater gamefish. 

F. Surf Angler of the Year: 

1. Criteria: One award each, to the female and male with the most minimum fish 

(saltwater species only) entered. 

2. Format 

a. Selection made by the most minimum fish (saltwater species only) entries 

received. 

b. In the event of a tie, the date of catch/release shall be the deciding factor. 

3. Award 

a. Male Surf Angler of the Year receives the "Jay Smith Memorial Surf Fishing 

Award". 

b. Female Surf Angler of the Year is to be the recipient of the “Gene Farrar 

Memorial Surf Fishing Award.”  

G. Youth Anglers, Yearly Awards 

1. Junior Angler (Ages 13-17) 

2. Guppy Angler (Ages 7-12) 

3. Fry Angler (Age 1-6) 

H. Monthly awards 

1. May be given at the discretion of PFP Committee. 

2. The winner may make a selection from the prize box or, if applicable, the angler 

may receive a prize issued by the Prize Fish Committee Chairperson. 

I. Sand Witches Memorial Award. This award is given to the largest red drum by length 

registered in the Ladies category. There is no minimum length requirement. 

J. Recognize members that earn: 

1.  Master Angler (i.e., Six or more fish of different species meeting the minimum 

club requirements for the species). State release citations also qualify. 

2. Expert Angler (i.e., Six or more fish of the same species meeting the minimum 

club requirements for the species). State release citations also qualify.  

3. Certificates of Merit for outstanding catches and for outstanding releases 

including new club records. 
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III. Eligible Species & Requirements 

A. Annual Award – the catch or release must meet or exceed the VBAC club minimums.  

B. A fish whose catch or release earns a state citation from either North Carolina or 

Virginia will have met the VBAC requirements.  

C. Open Category: 

1. Outstanding catches of any legally caught fish not listed on the eligible species 

lists. 

2. One or more certificate(s) may be awarded from this combined category at the 

discretion of the PFP Committee. 

D. Youth Anglers: 

1. Junior Division 

a. The fish must be within 50% of the state citation minimum size 

requirements. 

b. The VBAC May award up to a total of twelve certificates at the discretion of 

the PFP Committee. 

2. Guppy Division 

a. The fish must be within 25% of the state citation minimum size 

requirements. 

b. The VBAC may award up to a total of twelve certificates at the discretion of 

the PFP Committee. 

3. Fry Division 

a. There are not any fish size requirements. 

b. Fry are allowed necessary adult assistance while fishing. 

c. May award up to a total of six certificates at the discretion of the PFP 

Committee. 
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E. Saltwater Species, Minimum Weights and Release Lengths: 

 

VBAC Saltwater Minimums for Awards 

Species 
Weight 
(lb/oz) 

Release 
Length 

 Species 
Weight 
(lb/oz) 

Release 
Length 

Amberjack  38/0 38  Sailfish  RO  

Bass     Sharks (any)  RO 54 

 Black Sea 3/12 17  Sheepshead  7/8 18 

 Striped (SW) RO 33  Spadefish  6/0 17 

Bluefish  12/0 27  Spearfish  RO  

Cobia  41/4 38  Spot  0/12 10 

Croaker  2/4 15  Swordfish  75/0 Any 

Dolphin  18/12 35  Tarpon  RO 27 

Drum     Tautog  6/12 17 

 Black RO 35  Trout    

 Red RO 35   Gray 6/12 17 
False 
Albacore  RO 24   Speckled 3/12 23 

Flounder  4/8 20  Tuna    
Gray 
Triggerfish  3/0 15   Albacore 30/0 24 

Jack Crevalle  RO 30   Bigeye 52/8 38 
Kingfish 
(Roundhead)  1/2 12   Blackfin 15/0 24 

Mackerel      Bluefin 75/0 45 

 King 15/0 33   Yellowfin 52/8 38 

 Spanish 3/0 20  Tilefish    

Marlin      Blueline 7/8  

 Blue RO    Golden 22/8  

 White RO   Wahoo  26/4 38 

Pompano  1/2 12    

RO=Release 
Only  

 RO= 
Release 
Only       

 

Virginia DWR Trophy Fish Size Chart - https://dwr.virginia.gov/fishing/trophy-fish/size-chart/ 

 

  

https://dwr.virginia.gov/fishing/trophy-fish/size-chart/
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F. Eligible Freshwater Species, Minimum Weights, and Minimum Release Lengths are: 
 

Virginia Citation Requirements 2021 VBAC Requirements 
 
Species 

Bass, Largemouth 

Bass, Hybrid Striped** 

Bass, Rock 
Bass, Smallmouth 

Bass, Striped (FW) 

Bass, White 

Bowfin 

Carp 

Catfish, Blue 
Catfish, Channel 

Catfish, Flathead 

Chain Pickerel 
Crappie, Black 

Crappie, White 

Drum, Freshwater 

Fallfish 

Gar 
Muskellunge 

Northern Pike 

Perch, White 
Perch, Yellow 

Sauger* 

Saugeye 

Shad, American 

Shad, Hickory 

Sunfish, Bluegill 

Sunfish, Redear 

Sunfish, Other 
Trout, Brook 

Trout, Brown 

Trout, Rainbow 

Walleye 

Weight 
8 lb 0 oz 

8 lb 0 oz 

1 lb 0 oz 

5 lb 0 oz 
20 lb 0 oz 

2 lb 0 oz 

10 lb 0 oz 
20 lb 0 oz 

30 lb 0 oz 

12 lb 0 oz 

25 lb 0 oz 
4 lb 0 oz 

2 lb 0 oz 

2 lb 0 oz 
6 lb 0 oz 

1 lb 4 oz 

10 lb 0 oz 

15 lb 0 oz 
6 lb 0 oz 

1 lb 4 oz 

1 lb 4 oz 
2 lb 0 oz 

4 lb 0 oz 

 
 
1 lb 0 oz 
1 lb 0 oz 

1 lb 0 oz 

2 lb 0 oz 

5 lb 0 oz 
4 lb 0 oz 

5 lb 0 oz 

Release Length 

22” 

24” 
12” 

20” 

37” 
16” 

30” 

34” 

38” 
30” 

40” 

24” 
15” 

15” 

24” 

14” 
40” 

40” 

30” 
13” 

12” 

18” 

23” 

 
 

11” 
11” 

10” 

16” 
25” 

22” 

25” 

Weight 

6 lb 0 oz 

6 lb 0 oz 

12 oz 
3 lb 12 oz 

15 lb 0 oz 

1 lb 8 oz 

7 lb 8 oz 
15 lb 0 oz 

22 lb 8 oz 

9 lb 0 oz 

18 lb 12 oz 

3 lb 0 oz 
1 lb 8 oz 

1 lb 8 oz 

4 lb 8 oz 
15 oz 

7 lb 8 oz 

11 lb 4 oz 

4 lb 8 oz 

15 oz 
15 oz 

1 lb 8 oz 

3 lb 0 oz 

Release only 

1 lb 2 oz 

12 oz 
12 oz 

12 oz 

1 lb 8 oz 

3 lb 12 oz 

3 lb 0 oz 

3 lb 12 oz 

Release Length 

17” 

18” 
9” 

15” 

28” 
12” 

23” 

26” 

29” 
23” 

30” 

18” 
11” 

11” 

18” 

11” 
30” 

30” 

23” 
10” 

9” 

14” 

18” 
12” 

9” 

8“ 
8” 

8” 

12” 

19” 
17” 

19” 

 

 
* Clinch and Powell Rivers only 
** Claytor and Flannagan Reservoirs only 
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IV. Committee 

A. Responsibilities 

1. Recognize prize fish caught each month in each category and division.  

2. Select the prize fish for each species caught in every category and 

division as the annual winner for that species. 

3. Document and maintain all of the VBAC’s prize fish records for all 

categories that awards are given. 

4. Review the minimum weights and lengths each year prior to the 

November Board meeting to determine if recommendations for change are 

warranted. 

 

B. Positions 

1. Chairperson 

a) Responsible for managing the Prize Fish Program and reports 

directly to the VBAC President.  

b) Usually selected from the Board of Directors by the VBAC 

President and will serve for the period of one-year beginning the day 

following the annual banquet and concluding at the end of the annual 

banquet the following year. 

2. Members 

a) Selected by the PFP Chairperson to serve for the same period 

of as the Chairperson. 

b) There is no set number of committee members. It is 

recommended to have at least three (3).  

C. Meetings 

1. The PFP Committee will meet at least once a year to determine the 

prize fish awards for the annual banquet. This meeting will be held as soon as 

possible after the January business meeting and obtain the budget from the 

Treasurer. 

2. Other meetings will be held at the discretion of the Chairperson. 
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V. Special Awards 

A. Dr. James C. Wright Conservation Honorary Award 

1. Criteria: Presented to an individual, who contributed substantially to 

the conservation of freshwater or saltwater fish. Although not a firm 

requirement, this award normally focuses on conservation efforts within the 

State of Virginia. 

2. Format: Candidates are proposed by the Board of Directors at the 

November Board meeting and tabled for thirty days. The slate is reviewed at 

the December Board meeting. Other candidates can be added at this time. 

The merits of each candidate are discussed in open forum and the final 

selection made by a secret ballot. The name of the recipient is held secret 

until the Annual Awards Banquet. 

3. Award: The recipient’s name and year of the award is engraved on the 

perpetual trophy. The recipient also receives a replica trophy for permanent 

retention. 

B. VIRGINIA BEACH ANGLER’S CLUB MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

1. Criteria: This award recognizes an outstanding VBAC member who 

has given much time and effort to improving the quality of the VBAC. This 

award is not based on angling efforts and excludes from consideration those 

duties performed in conjunction with an elected office. 

2. Format 

a. President appoints a Committee Chairperson on or about the 

October time frame. 

b. The Committee Chairperson will select the remaining committee 

members (normally 2-3 people). 

c. At the January Board meeting the Committee Chairperson 

proposes to the Board a list of candidates for the award. The Board 

may propose other candidates. 

d. Selection of the recipient is by ballot vote. 

e. The recipient must receive a majority vote of the Board. 

f. The Chairperson keeps the name of the winner secret. 

g. This award can be won more than once by any member. 
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3. Award 

a. The award is a plaque. 

b. The plaque is sponsored and presented each year by the VBAC at 

the annual awards banquet. 
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